
Minutes of the Board on Private Sector Meteorology

Meeting in Long Beach

Hyatt Regency- Shoreline B

February 11, 2003

1. Attendees

	Members Present
	Members Absent
	Guests

	Matt Parker

Terry Tarbell

Fred Lewis

David Blaskovich

John Hussey

Mish Michaels

Maria Pirone

Jim Block
	Jimmie Smith

Gary Rasmussen


	Ray Ban (AMS)

Rick Rosen (AMS)

Ron McPherson (AMS)

Tim Spangler (COMET)

Greg Mandt (NWS)

Ed Johnson (NWS)

Dan Nietfeld (BOGM)




2. Introductions – All members were asked to give background info about themselves and their expectations for PSB over the coming year.  It is important to note that the Board is a balance of small, medium and large businesses representing different sectors of the industry including information systems, systems manufacturers, systems contractors, broadcast & publishing, research, and service providers.  In addition, many members are also involved in other Boards &  Committees within the society, the industry and the public sector- again including but not limited to, NOAA’s Science Advisory Board, AMS Council, AMS Development Committee, AMS IIPS Committee, NCIM, CWSA, US Weather Research Program and AMS Board of Women & Minorities.   The depth and breadth of the individuals on the 2003 Board should prove valuable to the issues and tasks facing the society in the coming year.

3. Private Sector Coordinator Update -  Due to a conflict with the AMS User Conference, Gary Rasmussen was unable to attend the meeting.  Rick Rosen and Ron McPherson discussed the following:

· With regards to Governance of the Society, AMS seeks more balance within the Council so that all three sectors (Academic, Public & Private) are adequately represented.  The Private Sector candidates for this year’s election did not receive enough votes to capture the available positions.  As a result,  David Blaskovich was appointed to the Council.

· The PSB was advised to assist in the process for future elections in the following way-

a. Suggest potential candidates to the Nominating Committee (it is important to have name recognition among all three sectors to receive enough votes)

b. PSB could reach out to AMS members in the Private Sector advising them to vote (thoughts are that not enough PS members vote in these elections).

c. Propose changes to the process – there seems to have been an attempt to do this in the 10year Vision but nothing has been agreed upon.  PSB can explore ways to modify the process & present to AMS Exec. Director.

· Ron McPherson spoke briefly to the Society’s next steps concerning the NAS study on Public-Private Partnerships.  He is preparing a “vigorous and visible response to the recommendations” to present to the Executive Committee.

4. Old Business

a. Name Change for Applied Meteorology/Climatology Award – M.Pirone briefed the Board on the current status of the project to convert the award to a “named” award  in Jimmie Smith’s absence.  Jimmie has agreed to follow through with this project over the next year.

b. Level II Radar Data.  -  M. Pirone briefed the Board on the activities to date, basically a letter to the Commissioner on Professional Affairs (Ray Ban) to present to the Exec Committee to request drafting of a statement in support of the Level II project by AMS.  Greg Mandt updated the Board on NWS’ recent announcement  to fund the remainder of this fiscal year ($90k ?) and their tentative plan to fund subsequent years.  Due to the recent changes,  Pirone suggested that Kelvin Droegemeier update the Board directly on the March conference call before undertaking any further initiatives.

5. New Business:  

a. “Opportunities for the Board to work closer with NWS on policy issues, 

       both short fuse and longer term, impacting the community.”- Greg Mandt (NWS) spoke about his interest in forging this link with the PSB by participating on conference calls and discussions.   He would be more involved in the long term product planning while Ed Johnson would be involved in policy issues outside of specific products.  Both were eager to be involved on an as needed basis.

b. PSB activity involving NAS Findings in the “Fair Weather” report – M. Pirone suggested the Board consider taking an active role in assisting the AMS in fulfilling the recommendation of the NAS Committee.  Exactly what that role might be is yet to be determined as AMS management considers next steps.

c. Tim Spangler from COMET requested the Board’s advise on how to market the Publicly-funded COMET Training modules to the Private Sector community.  They have over 150 hours of multi media training available over a web site.  Members commented that in prior years, the modules required specific hardware, operating system, etc which greatly inhibited access by PS.   With web access these barriers have been greatly reduced, thus generating additional opportunities to use them.  The Board identified no issues with Tim actively marketing the modules to the community.

6. Next Meeting-  Pirone promised to distribute the list of dates for upcoming PSB meetings via email.


