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Timothy Killeen has been named the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) assistant director for 
the geosciences. Killeen, currently director of the 
National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) 
and president of the American Geophysical Union 
(AGU), will assume his new post in July.

In his new role, Killeen will oversee the Geosci-
ences Directorate, which has a budget of $752 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2008 and supports research in the 
atmospheric, Earth, and ocean sciences, including 
climate processes and changes, the water cycle, and 
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natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, and 
severe storms.

Killeen has served as director of NCAR since 2000. 
Prior to that, he was professor of atmospheric, oce-
anic, and space sciences, associate vice president for 
research, and director of the Space Physics Research 
Laboratory at the University of Michigan. He holds a 
doctorate in atomic and molecular physics and a bach-
elor of science with first-class honors from University 
College London. He has held leadership roles in the 
geosciences for many years, including chairing nu-

Real-World Meteorology

Who: Peter Robinson

What: Professor of geography

When: CCM since 1983

Where: University of North Carolina  
at Chapel Hill (UNC)

Why: To gain real-world experience in applied climatology

How: As a member of UNC’s Geography Department, Peter has taught various 
courses related to the atmospheric sciences, but one consistent one, which he 
regards as his specialty, is “applied climatology.” This interest led him to be ap-
pointed North Carolina’s state climatologist in 1976, and he became involved with 
the AMS through local chapter activities and the founding of the STAC Committee 

on Applied Climatology. In 1980, he was seconded to the National Climate Program Office (NCPO) within NOAA 
for two years, with responsibility for the data and information aspects of the program, and to foster cooperative 
federal–state climate relationships.

While with NCPO, Peter was encouraged by friends and colleagues to consider candidacy for CCM. The idea 
appealed to him, since much of his academic research and teaching was directed toward practical ends, and his 
position with the government also emphasized the application aspect of the science.

In His Own Words: “As a consultant, I’ve been involved in a small but steady stream of activities. With a full-time 
academic job, I have had the luxury of accepting only those jobs that have been in some way especially intriguing. For 
example, what appeared to be a routine analysis of the number of wet work days for a behind-schedule construction 
company was intriguing because they were facing a penalty for not knowing, almost a year in advance, that an El Niño 
event was on the way and this would automatically bring more wet days—an interesting twist on a forecast problem.

“In most cases, I have negotiated with the client in advance so that I could either publish—as a research pa-
per—or use—as a class example—the results of the investigation. Confidentiality and anonymity, of course, were 
guaranteed. But as a result, I have a series of case studies for my Applied Climatology course that are based on 
real-world experience. That is probably the greatest (nonfinancial!) benefit that certification has been to me. It is 
a qualification that I can take into the real (i.e., nonacademic) world and use, and which helps ensure that a major 
aspect of my teaching is rooted in practical reality. Seeing student responses to these real-world examples has been 
one of the most satisfying experiences of my career.”

For more information on the Certified Consulting Meteorologist (CCM) Program, please visit the AMS Web site at  
www.ametsoc.org/amscert/index.html.
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