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In MemoriamMoving research that extra 
mile—that is, connecting it to 
other relevant fields—can be as 
easy as talking with fellow re-
searchers on campus, participat-
ing in cross-disciplinary sessions 
at conferences, and publishing in 
their other journals in addition 
to ours.

Clearly, the stratospheric ozone 
issue captured national and global 
media attention, but not all environmental problems 
will be as large-scale or as nuanced to rely on the media 
or a strong, functioning policy framework to galvanize 
appropriate action. Policy development and the utility 

of our science begins much earlier 
in the game, and it starts when we 
stop to think about the “boundary 
layers” between our research and 
society at-large and then make 
the conscious decision to inform 
others at the interfaces about its 
applied benefits.

—Wendy Marie Thomas

Wendy Marie Thomas is a policy 
associate with the AMS Policy Program. She researches 
extreme-weather impacts on health care infrastructure 
and the interconnections between a changing climate 
and human health.

Real-World Meteorology

Who: Paul Gross

What: Forensic meteorologist and 
broadcast meteorologist

When: CCM since 1998

Where: Detroit, Michigan

Why: To effectively serve as a meteorological advisor or consultant to business, 
industry, and the public

How: Paul’s expertise in weather event reconstruction (researching over 1,000 
weather-related cases in his 22-year career) combined with his 25-year Emmy award-
winning broadcast meteorology career, has helped him develop superior trial and 

deposition presentation skills. He works on behalf of plaintiff, defense, criminal, and civil clients without bias, and fre-
quently is even hired by attorneys who worked “against” him on a previous case. Paul applied for his CCM only after 
he felt he had acquired enough experience in forensic meteorology to satisfy the “experience” goals of the program.

In His Own Words: “I consider earning my CCM one of the highest honors of my career, and this certification is 
often highlighted by my clients at trials. In fact, my clients note a clear difference between my work as a CCM and 
the non-CCM meteorologists they periodically face, and I have identified serious errors in non-CCM research on 
many occasions during my career. I once spent an entire deposition educating the opposing attorney about errors 
his non-CCM meteorologist made in his research. In a more recent case, a non-CCM meteorologist led his client 
to believe that he had actual weather observations from a location in which there was no weather reporting sta-
tion. The attorney “bragged” about this “data” to the jury in his opening statement, and even claimed that I knew 
nothing about this weather reporting station. Following my trial testimony and a conversation with his non-CCM 
meteorologist, this attorney later apologized to the jury for misleading them earlier in the trial. 

“There is no question that the CCM program is well worth the time and effort. It needs to remain a challenging 
process because if it was easy, anybody could qualify, and society would be cheated of this way to identify excel-
lence in our field.”

For more information on the Certified Consulting Meteorologist (CCM) Program, please visit the AMS Web site at  
www.ametsoc.org/amscert/index.html.
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