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ricula, she also connects with schools who have new 
programs in the atmospheric and oceanic sciences.

In addition to assisting AMS members, Erica is 
also working with a subcommittee on developing 
Web content for K–12 students. Although this idea is 
relatively new, she has given her input and feedback 
on various aspects of the Web layout. Erica believes 
that it is important to have a Web layout that is both 
educational and fun for kids of all ages. She has also 
updated the student information packet that is sent out 
upon request to elementary school-aged students.

“When I was a preschool teacher, I would have 
to create weekly lesson plans that would teach the 

children various concepts,” she explains. “I know 
how important it is to have information that is fun for 
kids so they actually are interested in learning. When 
I updated the packets, I wanted to make sure there 
was content that fulfilled my hope of kids learning 
in a fun way.”

Erica is looking forward to attending her first 
Annual Meeting in January in Phoenix, Arizona, 
and says that she is “excited to help out with various 
aspects of the meeting, see how it all comes together, 
and have the opportunity to meet some AMS mem-
bers who I have contact with on a daily basis.”

—Rachel S. Thomas-Medwid

Real-World Meteorology
A series of profiles celebrating a half-century of Certified Consulting Meteorologists

Who: Paul Knight

What : State climatologist

When: CCM since 1994

Where: University Park, Pennsylvania

Why: To renew his knowledge base and 
broaden consulting opportunities

How: Paul Knight is the Pennsylvania State Climatologist. He is a senior lecturer 
of synoptic meteorology at The Pennsylvania State University and the manager of the Weather Communications 
Group. Paul has been the senior forecaster for The New York Times weather page since 1986. He, along with four 
other colleagues, produce the weather page for the Times and International Herald Tribune each day. Paul is also 
producer, cohost, and on-camera meteorologist for Weather World, a 15-minute weeknight weather magazine show 
that was seen on three PBS stations in Pennsylvania for more than 20 years and is now broadcast on Pennsylvania 
Cable Network.

Paul received the AMS TV Seal in 1980, and as he approached mid-career with two children planning to attend 
college, he was seeking a new level of professional competence. The CCM program seemed like a good fit since 
he could continue to work full-time and yet invest his energies toward the certification program. Credentials are 
an important part of success in an academic environment, and the CCM program provided this without a massive 
disruption to his work schedule..

In His Own Words: “As a Certified Consulting Meteorologist, I receive inquiries primarily from lawyers about 
civil cases such as icy conditions, wind damage, and flooding. Most queries I refer to other consultants in the AMS 
directory, but when the case allows me to explore new techniques of interpolation or to learn about datastreams 
that I have not used before, then I will accept those cases.

“When I advise students on selecting career paths, I choose a card from my personal experience by pointing 
to the three seals that I have obtained: CCM, CBM, and NWA. My philosophy to the students is that when they 
receive their diploma, they transition from ‘paying to learn’ to ‘getting paid to learn.’ The CCM affords another op-
portunity to stay on the path of being a lifelong learner.”

For more information on the Certif ied Consulting Meteorologist (CCM) Program, please visit the AMS Web site at  
www.ametsoc.org/amscert/index.html.
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