
Attached is a sample consulting essay that received high marks. Below is a list of reasons why it 
is a good essay. 

• Names and dates were changed to protect client confidentiality. 
• The preliminary information on the first page includes a description of what is being 

examined in the report.  
• The data section includes the sources of information. 
• Acronyms are defined. 
• The analysis software was mentioned in the methodology section.  
• A description of the time notations of UTC, GMT, CDT and CST was included. 
• The tables and figures have captions and are noted within the text. 
• Essay contains no more than 10 figures and tables. 
• Good description of recurrence intervals.  
• The author described the weather directly related to the event and did not discuss the 

synoptic situation that would not add any detail to the analysis. 
• The location and distance of the radar used and surface observation locations from the 

point in question was mentioned.  
• The Z-R relationship was described succinctly.  
• The author did not use jargon. 
• A good summary of the findings. 
• The essay demonstrates meteorological analytical skill. 
• Can be more easily determined that the essay was written solely by the candidate. 
• Essay contained between 1000 – 5000 words. 
• Communications skills adequately demonstrate the ability to communicate with a non-

technical audience. 
• The essay has not been or will be submitted for fulfillment of academic degree 

requirements. 
• The essay does not contain superfluous information not directly answering the problem. 

No essay is perfect. Below are a couple of points that would have made it even better.  

• No mention of tipping bucket error on rain gauges. 
• No mention of Z-R computation for a more tropical atmosphere for 1994 case.  
• Scale not indicated on radar images 

 

 










































