Palmetto Chapter News

Palmetto Chapter’s 10th Annual Mini-Technical Conference

President Paul Martin of the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SC DHEC) presided over the 10th annual Mini-Technical Conference held at DHEC headquarters in Columbia, SC. The conference opened with “Fifty Years of Radar Meteorology” by keynote speaker, Dr. Carlton Ulbrich, Clemson University.  Later in the conference, he received a certificate of appreciation and commendation from the Palmetto Chapter for his outstanding contributions to meteorological research

Dr. Ulbrich has made several important contributions in the radar meteorology field while working with Dr. David Atlas and other notable scientists in the field. Dr. Ulbrich is currently a Fellow of the AMS. 
Other presentations and discussions followed throughout the morning and afternoon from the National Weather Services in Columbia and Greenville-Spartanburg, the University of South Carolina, the Department of Health and Environmental Control, Shaw Environmental (SE), Savannah River Technology Center (SRTC), Southeast Regional Climate Center (SERCC), and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SC DNR). 

The presentations included all of the following: “The 2-3 January 2002 Winter Storm Across Central South Carolina and East Central Georgia: A Precipitation Type Case Study” by Anthony Petrolito, NWSFO-CAE; “Wind Forecasting Tools Based on Short Term Climatological Data” by Matt Parker, SRTC; “Consideration of Micrometeorological Trends Associated with WIPP Meteorological Data” by Carl Mazzola, SE; “Vector Wind Velocity, Speed, and Mode Summaries for the Southeastern U.S.” by Allen Weber, SRTC; “A Proposed Link Between Anomalous Warmth in Upstate South Carolina and Gap Flow in the Southern Appalachians” by Larry Lee, NWSFO-GSP; “Aqueous Transport Code Revisions Using Geographic Information Systems” by K-F Chen, SRTC; “Flurries or Feet: Evaluation of Significant Model QPF Errors in an Eastern NC Snowstorm” by Jason Caldwell, SC DNR; “An Overview of the Meteorological Program at the Savannah River Site” by R. P. Addis, SRTC; “Constructing Centennial-Scale Hourly Precipitation Records for the Contiguous United States” by Michael Janis, SERCC; “Visibility Trends for Coastal Regions” by Robert Buckley, SRTC; and “Ozone Early Action Update” by Paul Martin, SC DHEC. 

Elections of officers for the 2004-2005 term were also held. The new officers, affirmed by acclamation, are President Buffy Summer, Southeast Regional Climate Center; Vice-President, Steve Smutz, SC DHEC; and Secretary-Treasurer Allen Weber, SRTC. A pizza lunch was provided to attendees at no charge.
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Dr. Carton Ulbrich, Clemson University, holds certificate of appreciation presented by Allen Weber (left) and President Paul Martin (right) on behalf of the Palmetto Chapter of the AMS.

Science Fair Judging 

Stephen Smutz, meteorologist for the Department of Health and Environmental Control in Columbia, Todd Santos, broadcast meteorologist for WLTX television in Columbia, and Robert Buckley, senior engineer at the Savannah River Technology Center, served as judges for a special meteorological category at the 48th Annual University of South Carolina Region II Science and Engineering Fair held in Columbia, SC on 19 March, 2004. Examinations of projects relating to the atmospheric sciences for students in grades 5 to 12 were performed. The winning project for the junior division, grades 5 to 8, was created by Parag Raychoudhury, whose experiment examined the impacts of acid rain on plant growth by looking at characteristics such as leaf size, leaf color, and growth rate. Hye-Rim Stuhr was the winner for the senior division, grades 9 to 12. She looked at ways of improving air quality by reducing emissions of NOx, CO2, and other pollutants by using a more efficient catalytic converter. Air quality improvements were related to acid rain, ground level ozone, and global warming. The American Meteorological Society provided each winner with a certificate, and the local Palmetto Chapter of AMS has provided each winner with a Handbook on North American Meteorology as compiled by the National Audubon Society.
