NOTES ON EARLY HISTORY OF CHAPTER

The national AMS was founded in 1919. Among active chapters the oldest

Is the Greater Boston Chapter, founded In 1929. The oldest chapter in the
western states is the Puget Sound Chapter, founded In 1935.

On May 13, 1947, following effort by Fred Decker, the national Council recog-
nized the organization of a "meteorological seminar group at Oregon State
College as a local branch of the AMS." Branches later  were labeled as chapters.
Decker served as "Chalrman" for 10 years.

In February 1955 Decker advised Boston of plans to reorganize the OSU
toup as a state-wide- branch, with meetings to be held at various locations
n Oregon. At that time in Oregon there were 45 members of the national AMS.
In 1956 the AMS had 5770 members. The latest report on membership Is 9720
in 1984, down from 10,054 in 1982.

The first meeting of the redesignated Oregon Branch was held Jaruary 13,
1956 In Portland with 36 present. er meetings in 1956 : ril 6 In Salem,
24 present 3 June 22 in Portland, 21 present ; An.l?l.lal: 31 in Salem, 15 present.

Members were eager to promote the ﬂadg'llng fleld of meteorology. Salaries
were low. Individuals were ambitious, but professional ideals were paramount.
To help bind our small group, quarterly meetings were planned as dinner meetings,
with Invitation for spouses and gues A sftrong democratic attitude prevalled.
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