American Meteorological Society

Aloha Chapter

Meeting Notes

January 23, 2007
Newly Elected Officer Introductions

The elected officers for the Aloha Chapter 

President: Cindy Dettmer

Vice President: Klaus Dolling

Treasurer: Ashley Occhipinti

Secretary: Julie Miura

Web Master: Maureen Ballard
Speaker

Pat Caldwell

NCDDC

Topic: Objective Surf Forecast for O’ahu

Pat presented the challenge of accurate surf forecasts for the shores due to shoaling, refraction, and other factors. Oahu has a daily surf record since 8/1968. This large data set has helped in research for predicting better surf heights on beaches when provided with buoy data. Pat also covered that the surf heights in the data set are in Hawaii Scale. The consistency of the scale of the early data sets to the present data sets needed to be confirmed. Once they were proven to be the same scale, the next problem was to translate the Hawaii Scale into a trough-to-crest wave height. Pictures with surfers on the face of the wave were used to estimate a trough-to-crest height. This height was then compared with the Hawaii Scale data for the same day. Pat created an equation to help translate the Hawaii Scale to trough-to-crest wave heights for various shores and surf heights. 

Announcements

Future speakers and social events for the chapter were opened up for suggestions. Meetings where there will be a speaker presenting were set for the third Tuesday of the month. February will have a social outing instead of a speaker, details of what and when will be announced at a later date. Also, Maureen introduced the logo challenge. The Aloha chapter wants our own logo, so members are asked to be creative. If your design is chosen you will win a prize that is yet to be determined. 

Meeting Minutes written by:

Julie Miura

Secretary

