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FORUM SPONSORS 

Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp. 
www.ballaerospace.com  

Ball Aerospace develops and manufactures spacecraft, components, advanced instruments and 
sensors, data exploitation systems, and RF solutions for strategic, tactical and scientific applications in 
support of the DoD, NASA and other U.S. government and commercial entities. Ball Aerospace’s culture 
and capabilities foster the agility to innovate, the strength to deliver. 

AccuWeather, Inc. 
www.accuweather.com  

AccuWeather presents accurate, localized, branded forecasts and severe weather bulletins to over 110 
million Americans each day via the Internet, mobile devices and IPTV, through the airwaves, in print and 
on digital signage. The 113 meteorologists at AccuWeather deliver a portfolio of customized products 
and services to media, business, government, and institutions, and inform millions of visitors worldwide 
through the free AccuWeather.com fixed and mobile websites, as well as a variety of industry-targeted 
premium and professional websites. AccuWeather also provides content onto more than 250,000 third-
party Internet sites, including CNN Interactive and ABC's owned and operated stations, The Washington 
Post, and The New York Times. 

CLS America, Inc. 
www.clsamerica.com  

CLS America, Inc. (formerly Service Argos, Inc.) was established near Washington, D.C. in 1986, to 
provide operational services and end-user support for the joint French–USA Argos System. The Argos 
Data Collection and Geo-Location System is devoted to monitoring and protecting the earth’s 
environment. In operational service since 1978, the Argos instruments fly on NOAA’s Polar-Orbiting 
Environmental Satellite System, and now also on EUMETSAT’s METOP-A, and the operating terms of 
the service are defined by an intergovernmental bi-lateral agreement between the U.S. and France. 
Argos can locate any platform carrying a suitable transmitter, anywhere in the world, and collect data 
from sensors connected to that transmitter. Half of the Argos system capacity is currently used for 
meteorological and oceanographic operations and research. Much of the data collected from the more 
than 19,000 transmitters active today is relayed around the world via the World Meteorological 
Organization’s Global Telecommunications System. 

Vaisala 
www.vaisala.com  

Vaisala is a global leader in environmental and industrial measurement. Building on more than 70 years 
of experience, Vaisala contributes to a better quality of life by providing a comprehensive range of 
innovative observation and measurement products and services for meteorology, weather critical 
operations and controlled environments. Vaisala caters to business areas where environmental 
measurement plays a significant role including national meteorology organizations, airport operations, 
defense, road operations, wind energy, cleanrooms and chambers, and building automation. Vaisala's 
global headquarters are in Finland and Vaisala employs over 1200 professionals worldwide. The 
headquarters for Vaisala North America is in Boulder, Colorado. 

AMS CORPORATE PATRONS 

ITT 
www.itt.com

Lockheed Martin 
www.lmco.com  

Northrop Grumman 
www.ngc.com  

Raytheon 
www.raytheon.com  

SAIC 
www.saic.com  
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MEETING ORGANIZERS 
Pam Emch · Paul Higgins · Ron McPherson · Keith Sei tter 

 
AGENDA 

http://www.ametsoc.org/boardpges/cwce/docs/2009-04/ agenda.pdf  
 

Day 1: Tuesday, 21 April 2009 
 
7:30 AM Continental Breakfast. All attendees are invited. 
 
8:25 AM Call to Order . Master of Ceremonies: Pam Emch , Senior Staff Engineer/Scientist, Northrop 
Grumman; Chair, AMS Board on Enterprise Economic Development; and member of the Executive 
Committee of the AMS Commission on the Weather and Climate Enterprise. 
 
8:30 AM Welcome. Thomas R. Karl , Director, NOAA’s Climate Services and President, American 
Meteorological Society. 
 

Session 1: Congressional Staff Panel Discussion 
 
8:45 AM  Session Chair: Paul Higgins , Senior Policy Fellow, AMS Policy Program 
 
Panelists from the House and Senate Committee staffs have 5-10 minutes each for an opening 
statement. This will be followed by discussion focused on pending legislation of interest to AMS 
members and engaging with Congress. The panelists include: 
 

� Dahlia Sokolov , Staff Director, Research and Science Education Subcommittee, Committee on 
Science and Technology, U.S. House of Representatives 

� Kevin Rennert , Legislative Fellow, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, U.S. Senate 
� Franz Wuerfmannsdobler , Professional Staff Member, Subcommittee on Energy and Water 

Development, Appropriations Committee, U.S. Senate  
 
10:15 AM Break 
 

Session 2: OMB Examiner Panel Discussion 
 
10:45 AM  Session Chair: Ron McPherson, Executive Director Emeritus, American Meteorological 
Society 
 
Panelists from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) have 10 minutes each for an opening 
statement. This will be followed by a session discussion with emphasis on topics related to progress 
made on programs and pending legislation that may provide opportunities for AMS members. The 
panelists include: 
 

� Michael J. Holland, OMB Examiner for the Department of Energy’s Office of Science 
� Stewart Levenbach , OMB Examiner for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
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Luncheon 
 
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM 
 

Humans and the Global Carbon Cycle: A Faustian Barg ain, Berrien Moore III , 
Executive Director, Climate Central Inc., and Chair, Committee on Earth Studies, 
Space Studies Board, National Research Council, the National Academies.  He will 
be introduced by Thomas R. Karl , AMS President. 

 
Session 3: Federal Agency Leadership Panel Discussi on 

 
2:00 PM Session Chair: John Lasley , Business Development Manager and Staff Meteorologist, Science 
Applications International Corporation 
 
Panelists from NOAA, NASA, DHS, DOE, and FAA have 10 minutes each for an opening statement. This 
will be followed by a session discussion with emphasis on topics related to future programs and 
initiatives that may lead to business or partnership opportunities for AMS Members. The panelists 
include: 
 

� Mary Glackin , Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere. 
� Mike Freilich , Director, Earth Science Division, NASA HQ 
� William Laska,  Program Manager, Directorate of Science and Technology, Department of 

Homeland Security. 
� Anna Palmisano , Associate Director for Biological and Environmental Research, Department of 

Energy. 
� Mary M. Cairns , Reduce Weather Impact Solution Set Manager, Next Generation Air 

Transportation System (NextGen), Federal Aviation Administration 
 
3:00 PM Session Discussion 
 
3:45 PM Break 
 

Session 4: Private Sector Leadership Panel Discussi on 
 
4:00 PM Session Chair: Henry Kelly , President, Federation of American Scientists 
 
The public and private sectors of the weather and climate enterprise work synergistically to meet the 
needs of a diverse set of end users, including the general public. Panelists have 10 min each for an 
opening statement. They will discuss perspectives of various industries on challenges in the 
development and implementation of weather and climate services and products. The panelists include: 
 

� Nancy Colleton  President of the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies and Executive 
Director of the Alliance for Earth Observations. (Satellite-Based Earth Observations) 

� Bart Nijssen  Chief Information Officer, 3TIER. (Wind, Solar and Hydro Energy Assessment and 
Power Forecasting) 

� Leon Osborne  President/CEO, Meridian Environmental Technology Inc. (Weather Forecasting 
and Analysis for Surface Transportation) 

� Barry Lee Myers  CEO, AccuWeather, Inc. (Weather Products and Services) 
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4:45 PM Session Discussion 
 

5:30 PM Sessions adjourn for the day; we reconvene for the evening Reception and Banquet 
 

Reception and Banquet 
Doubletree Hotel · 1515 Rhode Island Avenue NW · Wa shington D.C. · 202.232.7000 

6:00 PM Reception.  All attendees are invited. 

7:00 PM Dinner Banquet. Advanced purchase of a banq uet ticket is required.  
 

Observing Weather and Climate from the Ground Up: A  Nationwide Network of 
Networks, Richard “Rit” Carbone , Director, The Institute for Integrative and 
Multidisciplinary Earth Studies, National Center for Atmospheric Research. He will 
be introduced by Thomas R. Karl , AMS President. 

 
 

Day 2: Wednesday, 22 April 2009 
 
7:30 AM Continental Breakfast. All attendees are invited. 
 
8:30 AM Call to Order . Master of Ceremonies: Pam Emch , Senior Staff Engineer/Scientist, Northrop 
Grumman and Chair, AMS Board on Enterprise Economic Development. 
 
 

Session 5: Recent Activities of the National Academ ies   
 

8:30 AM Session Chair: Bill Hooke , Director of the Policy Program and Senior Policy Fellow, American 
Meteorological Society; and Chair, Committee on Public-Private Sector Collaboration to Enhance 
Community Disaster Resilience, National Academy of Sciences. 
 
This session will review recent activities of the National Academies / National Research Council related 
to weather, water, and climate.  
 

� Chris Elfring , Director, Board on Atmospheric Sciences and Climate, The National Academies 
� Bill Hooke , Director of the Policy Program and Senior Policy Fellow, American Meteorological 

Society 
 
9:45 AM Break 

 
Session 6: Community Priorities—Next Actions 

 
10:00 AM Session Chair: Veronica Johnson,  broadcast meteorologist with WRC-TV Channel 4, in 
Washington, D.C. and Chair, AMS Board on Enterprise Communication (BEC) 
 
Congress repeatedly has asked the weather and climate community to clearly articulate its needs. In 
response, AMS, UCAR, and the Weather Coalition have prepared community priority statements as well 
as recommendations for the Obama administration. This session will provide an update on progress 
being made on this critically important topic.  
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� Cindy Schmidt , Director of the Office of Government Affairs, University Corporation for 

Atmospheric Research (UCAR) and Contributing Editor, the Transition Document 
� Bill Hooke , AMS Senior Policy Fellow and Director of the AMS Policy Program and Co-editor, 

AMS Priority Statement 
� George Frederick, President of Falcon Consultants and Past Commissioner, AMS Commission 

on the Weather and Climate Enterprise 
� Ray Ban , Consultant, Weather Industry and Government Partnerships and formerly Executive 

Vice President of Programming and Meteorology, The Weather Channel / NBC 
� Rit Carbone , Director, The Institute for Integrative and Multidisciplinary Earth Studies, National 

Center for Atmospheric Research and Lead, National Research Council Study Team: The State 
of Weather and Climate Observations Required to Meet Critical National Needs—A Nationwide 
Network of Networks 

 
11:45 AM PPP Forum Wrap-Up. Pam Emch 
  
12:00 PM PPP Forum Adjourns; Post-forum activities begin 

  
Post-Forum  Activities 

 
Informal Networking Lunch for All Attendees 

 
12:00 PM Informal Networking Lunch.  A limited number of box lunches will be available to enjoy on 
site during informal conversation, or to take along with you.  
 

Meeting of the AMS Working Group on a National Netw ork of Networks 
 

12:00 PM Members of the AMS Working Group will meet in the Board Room at the University of 
California Washington Center. Box lunches will be available (see above). 
 

Capitol Hill Visits 
 

Capitol Hill Visits:  The Weather Coalition and the University Corporation for 
Atmospheric Research (UCAR) are facilitating individual visits to the Hill after the 
2009 AMS Public–Private Partnership Forum adjourns.  Interested Forum attendees 
will meet pertinent House and Senate staff members to discuss topics of interest 
such as FY 2010 budget issues as well as possible cap-and-trade legislation. For 
additional information, please contact Cindy Schmidt  at: cschmidt@ucar.edu. For 
information on UCAR's government affairs program, visit its web site: 
http://www.ucar.edu/oga/index.html, and for information about the Weather 
Coalition, visit: http://www.weathercoalition.org. 


