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Steve Ansari, Physical Scientist,  works in the Remote Sensing and Applications 
Division at NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) in Asheville, NC.  Steve 
attended the University of North Carolina Asheville, receiving a Bachelors of Science 
in Applied Physics in 2002.  He began working at NCDC in 2002 and has been 
involved in various GIS, visualization and data management projects.  He is the project 
lead for the Weather and Climate Toolkit, an application for the visualization and data 
conversion of NCDC data and products including Weather Radar and GOES Satellite.  
Steve is also the project lead of the Severe Weather Data Inventory, a geospatial 

database of severe weather data from storm spotter reports, Weather Radar, lightning strikes and more.  
 
 

Derek “Deke” Arndt, Chief, Climate Monitoring Branch, NOAA’s National Climatic 
Data Center.  Deke Arndt joined NCDC in March 2009 as the Chief of the Climate 
Monitoring Branch, which is responsible for monitoring and assessing the state of the 
Earth’s climate system. As an applied climatologist, his work encompasses research 
and service aspects that are centered in utilization: helping people make better climate- 
and weather-sensitive decisions. His most prominent work has been in the drought 

monitoring community. 
 
Before coming to NCDC, he spent 15 years at the Oklahoma Climatological Survey, most recently as the 
Associate State Climatologist. His early-career work dealt with quality assurance of mesoscale networks 
and research in land-atmosphere interactions. 
Mr. Arndt holds a B.S. and M.S. in Meteorology from the University of Oklahoma. He is also a student in 
the University of Oklahoma's Adult & Higher Education Ph.D. program; his research focuses on adult 
education and development, particularly with respect to the relationship between humans and nature. 
 
 

I, Jesse E. Bell, am a Ph.D. candidate at The University of Oklahoma and my research 
focus is on the impacts of climate change on biogeochemical cycles.  Furthermore, I am 
in the process of completing my degree and trying to find future employment.  As a 
graduate student, I have had the wonderful opportunity of traveling and working in 
Thailand, China, and Denmark.  In addition, I am in my second year as a National 
Science Foundation Fellow.  The goal of my Fellowship is to help develop the teaching 
abilities of Ph.D. students and encourage public outreach of science and engineering. 

For three years, I performed as a Graduate Student Senator and Vice-Chair of the Ways and Means 
committee.  As Vice-Chair I helped evaluate and distribute university research and travel grants to 
graduate students.  In brief, all of these activities have been my life for the last five years.   
 
 

Lawrence Buja is the scientific project manager for the Climate Change and 
Prediction group at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, 
Colorado. This group serves as a bridge between US National Science Foundation 
climate science basic research and the Department of Energy's Office of Science 
climate/energy missions. Dr. Buja and his group carried out the climate model 
simulations of the earth's past, present and future climate made up the joint US 
NSF/DOE submission to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

Fourth Assessment Report. Together with the CCSM runs carried out on the Japanese Earth Simulator, 
these CCSM runs were the largest data submission to the IPCC AR4 effort by any modeling center in the 



 

world. In addition to carrying out IPCC climate simulations, Lawrence is a contributing author to both the 
2001 IPCC Third Assessment Report (AR3) <http://www.grida.no/climate/ipcc_tar/wg1/> and the 
breakthrough 2007 IPCC Fourth Assessment Report (AR4) <http://ipcc-wg1.ucar.edu/wg1/wg1-
report.html>. With the broad public acceptance of the IPCC AR4 findings, culminating in the 2007 Nobel 
Prize, the next challenge will be to apply the emerging class of Earth System Models, incorporating the 
detailed physical, chemical, and biological processes, interactions and feedbacks in the atmosphere, 
oceans, and land surface, to carry out policy-relevant adaptation/mitigation and emissions-reductions 
scenarios. Most recently, Lawrence has been serving as the acting Director of NCAR's Institute for the 
Study of Society and Environment. Dr. Buja also work closely with the InterAmerican Development 
Bank and other international agencies applying NCAR’s climate and regional model expertise to help 
guide sustainable development investment strategies throughout the developing world. 
 

Mary-Elena Carr Before becoming Associate Director of the Columbia Climate 
Center in November 2007, Mary-Elena Carr spent two years as Associate Program 
Manager in Biological Oceanography at the National Science Foundation, and she 
carried out research in oceanography at CalTech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory beginning 
in 1996. Her research experience ranges from the physics of small-scale mixing to 
using space-borne satellites to measure marine photosynthesis. Most recently her 
primary focus was on quantifying the pathways of carbon from the atmosphere to the 
ocean and the flow of carbon within the ocean, using numerical models and 

observations in the water and from satellites.  

Carr has undergraduate and master’s degrees from the University of Barcelona (Spain) and a doctorate in 
Oceanography from Dalhousie University (Canada). She has helped define research priorities, such as 
within the NASA Carbon Cycle Roadmapping and Advance Planning Group or the steering committee of 
the Joint Global Ocean Flux Studies program. She continues to contribute in planning research directions 
at the national and international level through her membership in the scientific steering committees of the 
U.S. Ocean Carbon and Biogeochemistry program and international Integrated Marine Biogeochemistry 
and Ecosystems Research program.  Carr has recently become interested in the synergies between the 
natural and social sciences in understanding the impacts of, and solutions to, climate change. Another 
primary focus is the role of improved communication in stimulating action on climate change from 
decision and policy makers, as well as the importance of translating climate information for the general 
public. To this end, she has founded and coordinates the Columbia Climate Center blog, Climate Matters 
@ Columbia. 

 
My name is Dan Chavas, I am a first-year PhD student in the Program on 
Atmospheres, Oceans, and Climate at MIT, where I am studying hurricane size 
dynamics with Kerry Emanuel. I grew up in Madison, WI and received my B.S. in 
Atmospheric Science and Applied Mathematics from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 2007. As an undergraduate, I founded the student organization Global 
Warming: FACT, which addressed the scientific, political, and economic aspects of 
global warming; I also co-founded Informed Consumers Equal Improved Health, a 
student health-advocacy group that created a Low Trans Fat award system for 

restaurants in the Madison, WI area. After graduation, I spent two months as a volunteer teacher in 
Tamale, Ghana, followed by four months as an intern with the World Meteorological Organization’s 
World Climate Programme in Geneva, Switzerland. In Spring/Summer 2008, I studied the impacts of 
climate change on agriculture in China as a research associate at the Joint Global Change Research 
Institute in College Park, MD. In addition to my current PhD program, I am hoping to join the MIT 
Technology and Policy Program beginning in the fall. I have always been a science geek (I became a 
passionate meteorologist when a tree fell on my house during a storm at the age of 5) but over the past 
several years have become increasingly interested in the interface between science, policy, and 



 

economics, and more generally how science is actually translated into societal benefit. Otherwise, in my 
spare time I love to play and watch tennis, travel, and am learning how to ski at long last. 
 
 

Daniel K Cobb Jr. is currently the Meteorologist in Charge at the National Weather 
Service Forecast Office in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Mr. Cobb is a native of Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts. Growing up on the "Cape" strongly influenced his interest in science 
and  his strong advocacy of environmental stewardship. He received a B.S. Degree in 
Meteorology from Lyndon State College located in northern Vermont in 1992 and a 
M.S. Degree in Meteorology from The Florida State University in 1994.  Mr. Cobb 
began his career with National Weather Service in 1994 as a Meteorologist Intern in 
Kodiak, Alaska.  He has since worked in weather forecast offices in Fairbanks, AK; 

Blacksburg, VA; and Caribou, ME; before taking his current position in Michigan. 
 
 

D. Matthew Coleman’s interests are in reinsurance, insurance-linked securities, and 
natural catastrophe risk management.  Matthew spent the past four years working at 
Citadel Investment Group, which is a hedge fund based in Chicago.  He served as the 
Project Lead, Analyst, and Meteorologist on the firm’s Reinsurance Quantitative 
Research team.  Matthew’s objective was to help Citadel’s Reinsurance and Energy 
businesses quantify their risk to natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes. 
 

This fall, Matthew will return to academia.  He accepted a two-year fellowship to obtain his MBA at the 
Darden School of Business at the University of Virginia, where he will study sustainability and general 
management.  Following graduation, he will re-enter the reinsurance industry to develop programs in 
micro-insurance and insurance-linked securities domestically and abroad. 
 
Matthew holds a Master’s degree in Meteorology from Pennsylvania State University, and Bachelor’s 
degrees in Chemistry and Environmental Sciences from the University of Virginia. 
 
 

Darien Davis -My career started as a cooperative student from CSU, Chico, with 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in 1979 at the Wave Propagation  
Laboratory in Boulder, CO. My work covered dopler SODAR and LIDAR research. In 
1984, I began working for NOAA's Program for Regional Observing and Forecasting 
Services (PROFS), as a computer programmer ultimately moving into team lead and 
project management. In 1994, I became the project lead for the Forecast Systems 
Laboratoy's WFO-Advanced system. In 1996, the National Weather Service adopted 
this prototype as the in-office component of their modernization. This system is better 
known today as AWIPS (Advanced Weather Interactive Processing System). I spent 

the next 12 years helping with the commissioning of this system and planning upgrades.  In 2007, I 
moved into a position to assist the Global Systems Division of NOAA's/OAR/ESRL with strategic 
planning.  
 
I am currently on a year long detail in Silver Spring, coordinating research and development for NOAA's 
commitments toward the joint agency aviation NextGen work. 
 

 
Mariana Oliveira Felix  is a graduate research assistant pursuing a masters degree in 
atmospheric sciences at the University of Alabama in Huntsville. Mariana received her 
bachelors degree in meteorology and telecommunications from the University of 
Northern Colorado (UNC) where she was a McNair Scholar and the president of UNC's 
AMS Chapter. Mariana is a dual citizen of the United States and Brazil so she hopes to 



 

someday draft policy recommendations that would help developing countries like Brazil prepare for 
natural disasters. 

 
Dr. Joe Galewsky has been on the faculty in the Department of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences at the University of New Mexico since 2005.  His research interests focus on 
numerical weather and climate prediction and their use for understanding the 
atmospheric branch of Earth's hydrologic cycle, its role in global climate dynamics, and 
its links and feedbacks with the Earth's surface.  He holds a BS in Geophysics from 
Texas A&M University, a PhD in Geophysics from the University of California Santa 
Cruz, and was a postdoctoral research scientist in Applied Mathematics at Columbia 

University. 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Michael S. Gremillion currently is the Program Element 
Monitor (PEM) for Director of Weather, Headquarters Air Force, Washington D.C.  
As the PEM, he serves as the chief financial officer responsible for the $2.2 billion Air 
Force Weather (AFW) portfolio.  In his duties, he develops and submits the AFW 
budget to the Air Force and Department of Defense (DoD) corporate structures.  As 
the lead advocate for the portfolio, he defends the budget request to DoD and 
Congress.  He also aligns funds to develop, procure, and sustain the Air Force weather 
portfolio to ensure support of DoD global operations.  Finally, Lieutenant Colonel 

Gremillion monitors the available resources and works with program offices to ensure successful 
planning and execution.   
 
Lieutenant Colonel Gremillion also has served as a field agency staff officer, fighter wing weather officer, 
a Pentagon staff weather officer, space launch staff meteorologist, a weather flight commander and 
intelligence operations officer.  He is also a certified foreign disclosure officer.  He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Atmospheric Science from the University of Kansas, a Master’s of Science in Meteorology 
from Texas A&M University, and a Master’s of Business Administration from Regis University. 
 

 
Maura Hahnenberger is a PhD student in the Department of Atmospheric Science at 
the University of Utah. Recent research endeavors include the METCRAX Field 
Program, which studied stable boundary layers in the Arizona Meteor Crater. Other 
research interests include mountain weather, air quality in valleys and basins, and the 
impacts of the urban-wildland interface. Maura is also a WEST (Water, the 
Environment, Science, and Teaching) Fellow and works with elementary school 
teachers to develop inquiry based science lessons. 
 

 
 
 Rachel Hauser  A science and technology writer, Rachel works at the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, creating stories for print and the Web explaining 
NCAR science and highlighting scientists’ research efforts. In her role, Rachel writes 
for a variety of audiences, ranging from the general public and U.S. Congressional 
staffers, to science and policy experts, helping each audience develop a better 
understanding of the Earth system, the Sun, the atmosphere, climate and climate 
change, and human relationships with our planet. Rachel is also responsible for 
helping promote and develop collaborations between NCAR and other non-profit and 

for-profit organizations, government entities, as well as with other research institutions. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Deanna Hence is a PhD Candidate in atmospheric sciences at the University of 
Washington, currently focusing on the precipitation structure of tropical cyclones.  Her 
research interests span across synoptic- and mesoscale meteorology, but she is also 
strongly interested in science outreach, education, communication, policy and societal 
impacts.  Originally from Irving, TX, some of her personal interests include ballroom 
dancing, gardening, and cooking. 
 
 
 

 
 

Kristin Kuhlman  I am currently finishing a Ph.D. in meteorology at the University of 
Oklahoma and working as a research associate with the Cooperative Institute for 
Mesoscale Meteorological Studies (CIMMS) and the National Severe Storms 
Laboratory (NSSL) in Norman, Oklahoma.  For my dissertation, I am focused on storm 
electrification and lightning, specifically within thunderstorm anvils.  I am presently 
trying to reproduce observed lightning in a cloud model using ensemble Kalman filter 

data assimilation of mobile radar data. My work within the Severe Weather Warning and Technology 
Transfer group at NSSL focuses on moving new research into operational use, in particular this spring I 
am testing the applicability of incorporating lightning data into forecast offices. Since joining the group in 
the spring of 2008, I have become very interested in how we can incorporate societal viewpoints in order 
to ultimately make better and more useful products at the end.  
 

 
Heather Lazrus is working with the Social Science Woven into Meteorology 
(SSWIM) program housed at the National Weather Center and jointly funded by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the University of 
Oklahoma. Heather’s research interests fall within SSWIM’s objectives to improve the 
efficacy of weather forecasts and warnings, reduce social vulnerability to atmospheric 

and related hazards, and understand community and cultural adaptations to climate change. Her Ph.D. is 
in the field of environmental anthropology from the University of Washington in Seattle. Her dissertation 
is entitled Weathering the Waves: Climate Change, Politics, and Vulnerability in Tuvalu and is an 
ethnographic examination of the political ecology of climate change impacts and the governance of 
vulnerability in Tuvalu, South Pacific. She has been a consultant for organizations active in the Pacific 
including the New Zealand Institute of Geological and Nuclear Sciences, the South Pacific Applied 
Geoscience Commission, and the World Bank. Heather came to SSWIM with previous experience in 
applied anthropological work at NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center and Northwest Fisheries 
Science Center where research was conducted on cultural, social, and economic aspects of fisheries 
management in Alaska and the Pacific Northwest. Prior to joining the new SSWIM program, Heather was 
a visiting scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado 
 
 

Lisanne (Sandy) Lucas recently completed the Knauss Sea Grant Fellowship and 
continues that work today in the Director’s Office of NOAA’s Climate Program Office. 
The main focus of her work is the development of a long-term strategic plan for NOAA 
to address future climate science and information needs. This consists of working 
collaboratively with a team of high-level interdisciplinary NOAA scientists and managers 
to discuss climate, its impacts and pathways for climate-relevant information and 

research to be delivered to individuals and municipalities who need it. Sandy completed her Ph.D. at 
Stony Brook University (NY) in 2007. Her dissertation topic revolves around ocean-atmosphere 
interactions in the tropical Pacific Ocean. Specifically, how short-term tropical climate variability, 
produced by the Madden-Julian Oscillation, affects sea surface temperatures in the eastern Pacific Ocean, 
and how the Madden-Julian Oscillation might influence the initiation and regulation of El Niño/La Niña 



 

events. Sandy, who is originally from Southern California, holds a Masters in Physical Oceanography 
from Stony Brook University and a B.S. from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Physics. Sandy’s current 
interests focus on climate science, policy and the public including the transformation of climate research 
to relevant information for society to better plan, prepare and respond to a changing climate.  
 

 
Melinda Marquis  is a physical scientist at the NOAA Earth System Research 
Laboratory (ESRL).  She is currently working to develop a NOAA-wide program that 
supports the renewable energy industry. She joined the ESRL Research and Programs 
Office in the summer of 2007, after serving as Deputy Director for the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group I.  Before 
working for the IPCC, Dr. Marquis was the leader of two NASA Earth-satellite mission 
projects at the National Snow and Ice Data Center (NSIDC) at the University of 
Colorado.  She led and coordinated the efforts of two teams responsible for managing 

Earth science data from the Geoscience Laser Altimeter System (GLAS) aboard NASA’s Ice, Cloud and 
land Elevation Satellite (ICESat) and from the Advanced Microwave Scanning Radiometer- 
 
Earth Observing System (AMSR-E) aboard NASA’s Aqua satellite.  Dr. Marquis earned her Ph.D. in 
Organic Chemistry from the University of Colorado in 1995. 
 
 

Michael Marshall  - I have been a researcher for more than five years at reputable 
institutes in the United States and East Africa.  My focus has been on environmental 
modeling and application using remotely sensed imagery in a Geographic Information 
System framework.  I am currently a PhD candidate in the Department of Geography at 
UC Santa Barbara.  I am a member of the Climate Hazards Group.  Our group develops 
tools to assist national and regional organizations concerned with food insecurity in 
Central America and sub-Saharan Africa.  I have applied an area frame sampling 
technique to estimate crop area and productivity: high resolution satellite image 

samples are used to remove bias in coarser resolution estimates that provide regional coverage.  I am also 
developing a process-based model for evapotranspiration using climate reanalysis and remote sensing 
data to improve rainfall forecasts in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
 

 
Hello, my name is Jennifer Meehan and I am from Charlotte, North Carolina. I recently 
received a Bachelor of Science in Meteorology, from the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte. I am an active member of the American Meteorological Society, Omicron Delta 
Kappa National Leadership Honor Society, National Scholars Honor Society, and Chi 
Epsilon Pi National Meteorology Honor Society. Recently, I shifted my focus from 
Meteorology to Space weather. I plan on attending graduate school in the near future with a 
Space Weather concentration. Upon completion of the SPC, I will be staying in 

Washington D.C. for an American Meteorological Society student fellowship. I will have the privilege of 
assisting Dr. Genene Fisher on the topic of space weather policy issues. 
 

 
Carrie Morrill  is a Research Associate with the University of Colorado's Cooperative 
Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences (CIRES) and NOAA's National 
Climatic Data Center.  Her research focuses on understanding the causes and 
consequences of abrupt climate changes during the last 10,000 years, with a emphasis 
on using paleoclimate information to test the ability of climate models to simulate rapid 
changes.  At NCDC, she is also involved with archiving paleoclimate data for the 
World Data Center for Paleoclimatology. 

 



 

 
 
 

Emily Peters -- I am currently a Ph.D. candidate in the Ecology, Evolution and Behavior 
Dept. at the University of Minnesota. I spend most of my workdays on the U of M's farm 
campus in St. Paul, but live across the Mississippi River in Minneapolis. My dissertation 
research focuses on understanding the role of trees in influencing suburban land-
atmosphere fluxes of CO2 and water vapor, but I'm more broadly interested in climate 
change, the influence of vegetation on land-atmosphere interactions, and human-altered 
ecosystems. Outside of work, I enjoy all sorts of outdoor activities (canoeing, hiking, 
botanizing, swimming, gardening, biking), watching movies, and socializing with friends. 
I will be on the job market next spring and hope to be working at the intersection of 

science research and policy. 
 

 
Erik Pytlak  is the Science and Operations Officer at the NOAA/National Weather 
Service Forecast Office in Tucson, AZ.  He has been an NWS meteorologist since 
1989,  and worked in field offices in Washington, DC, Cincinnati, OH, and Des 
Moines, IA before moving to Tucson in 1998.  He holds a B.S. degree in Meteorology 
from Penn State University, and a Masters Degree in Public Administration from the 
University of Arizona.  
 

Erik has coupled his meteorology and public administration background in several unique settings.  In 
2004 Erik was the coordinator of forecast operations for the North American Monsoon Experiment 
(NAME).  He has also worked on wide range of NWS policy issues ranging from diversity management, 
to interagency and international science sharing, to tropical cyclone response plan development in the 
southwest United States.  Because of his front-line experience, he was invited by the University of 
Arizona School of Policy and Public Administration to participate in a public policy colloquium in 2007.  
During the semester-long colloquium, Erik used real-life NWS examples to illustrate how emerging 
public policy theories, like Punctuated Equilibrium Theory, can be applied to intra-agency policy 
development and implementation. 
 

                                                 
Havala Pye is currently a fourth year graduate student in the Department of 
Chemical Engineering at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena, 
California. She received her B.S. in Chemical Engineering from the University of 
Florida in 2005 and her M.S. in Chemical Engineering from the California Institute 
of Technology in 2007.  
 
As a Ph.D. candidate in the Seinfeld Research Group at Caltech, Havala studies the 
interaction between climate and air pollution. She uses a chemical transport model 
with meteorology from a general circulation model to look at how changes in 

climate between 2000 and 2050 may affect particulate matter (aerosols). She also uses projections of 
emissions to predict future particulate matter concentrations. She has presented her work at Harvard 
University, the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, the University of California at Riverside, and the 
American Geophysical Union Fall Meeting and published in the Journal of Geophysical Research. A NSF 
Graduate Research Fellowship supported much of Havala’s work.  
 
Havala’s activities at Caltech include the Women Mentoring Women Program and Graduate Student 
Council Advocacy Committee. She has also volunteered hundreds of hours at Eaton Canyon Nature 
Center to develop educational materials, collect food for animals, assist with public events, and perform 
membership chair duties. 
 
 



 

 
 
Kevin Reed I am a second year Ph.D. student in the Department of Atmospheric, 
Oceanic, and Space Sciences at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  I was 
born and raised in Michigan and am a devoted Michigan Wolverines fan.  I study of 
the development of tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean Basin and the impact of 
African dust and climate change on tropical cyclone development   I use regional 
and global climate models to develop techniques to better understand these 
interactions.  At the University of Michigan I am also pursuing a graduate certificate 
in Science, Technology, and Public Policy in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy, a program devoted to the study of the intersection of science and policy. 

 
 

Kerry Sawyer is currently a Senior International Relations Specialist for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Satellite and Information Services 
(NOAA/NESDIS).  Kerry is the NESDIS desk officer for Australia, New Zealand, 
Oceania, and India where she works closely with agencies from these countries on 
developing agreements for collaboration on space-based Earth observation activities.  
She also supports the NESDIS Assistant Administrator in her role as the Strategic 
Implementation Team (SIT) Chair for the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites 

(CEOS).  In this role, Kerry ensures the 40+ international space agency CEOS members implement the 
space component of the Group on Earth Observations’ (GEO) Global Earth Observation System of 
Systems (GEOSS).  Kerry has been with NOAA since 2007.   
 
Before joining NOAA, Kerry was a Marine Resources Specialist and Project Manager with SRS 
Technologies in Arlington, Virginia.  Kerry planned and managed a marine species survey in Guam and 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and addressed anthropogenic sound and marine life 
interactions for the international oil and gas industry.  Kerry also performed environmental analysis for 
military training ranges in support of development of comprehensive range management plans and 
environmental documentation such as Environmental Assessments and Environmental Impact Statements 
for compliance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
Kerry spent 8 years on active duty with the U.S. Air Force in space operations.  Her duties included:  
Mission Flight Control Officer at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California where she was solely 
responsible for determining if a rocket/missile must be safely destroyed in-flight due to vehicle 
malfunction, unknown vehicle location, or loss of ability to command and control the rocket/missile; 
Director of Operations at a remote spacecraft command and control station located on the island of Diego 
Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory; Executive Officer for the largest operations group in the U.S. Air 
Force; and Crew Commander for the Defense Support Program (DSP) satellite. 
 
Kerry has a  Master’s of Environmental Science and Management specializing in Environmental 
Economics and Policy/Marine Resource Management from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  
She has a Bachelor’s of Arts in Social Science and a Minor in Spanish from the University of California, 
Irvine. 
 
Kerry is also a U.S. Air Force Reservist supporting the National Security Space Office. 
 

Samantha Segall is with Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), 
working Business Development for their Advanced Sciences & Engineering Operation 
(ASEO). In this capacity, she focuses on creating new & innovative solutions for her 
NASA, NOAA & USGS customers, as well as service and maintain current contracts. 
She is responsible for finding new opportunities to expand SAIC’s capabilities into 



 

other agencies. Samantha also focuses on the advancement of SAIC’s Corporate Global Climate 
Campaign, which involves subjects as diverse as environmental and atmospheric sciences, policy 
analysis, information technology, and energy-efficient design-build services. 

 Prior to SAIC, Samantha was the Manager of Legislative Affairs for United Space Alliance (USA). Her 
responsibilities included managing the USA PAC, lobbying Capitol Hill, and planning USA sponsored 
events. Additionally, she spent time working on Capitol Hill for a Congressman from Southern 
California. She worked on multiple issues with a focus on telecommunications, oversaw all constituent 
services and supervised the internship program. In addition, Samantha worked for the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, Space Enterprise Council (SEC). She participated in projects focusing on NASA's economic 
data and NASA developed technologies, which were used to gain support for the Vision for Space 
Exploration, and the passing of the NASA Authorization Bill.  

Samantha is involved in many local organizations, but has been most active in Women in Aerospace 
(WIA). She served as Secretary, Chair of the WIA Awards Ceremony, and most recently as VP of 
Programs, which allowed her to highlight a broad spectrum of aerospace issues, including human space 
flight, aviation, remote sensing, satellite communications, robotic space exploration, and the policy issues 
surrounding these fields. Samantha is also a member of the Women’s Congressional Golf Association 
(WCGA), Women in Government Relations (WGR), and was recently elected as the new Vice-Chair for 
the DC AMS Chapter.  

Samantha spent time abroad studying Art History and the History of Roman Civilization in Rome, Italy. 
She holds a bachelor's degree in Law and Society and a certification in Business Engineering from 
University of California Santa Barbara and is currently completing a Certification in Business 
Administration from Georgetown University. 

 
Adam B. Smith is a physical scientist at NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center 
performing work in the physical & social sciences across several areas of interest 
(e.g., discovering U.S. industry data needs in mitigation/adaptation to climate change, 
socioeconomic impact of extreme weather events, and the valuation of environmental 
data in decision-making).  Smith serves as the Climate Services liaison to the 
insurance industry, as a member to NOAA’s Social Science Committee, and also 
NOAA’s Southeastern & Caribbean Regional team.  Smith also champions the 
development and coordination of the NOAA Economics website 
(www.economics.noaa.gov). This site serves as a central source of information on the 

economic value and use of NOAA data & products in business and policy decision-making across the 
NOAA Mission Goals (i.e., Climate, Weather & Water, Ecosystems, and Commerce & Transportation). 
Smith enjoys writing on topics that integrate business, science, and society and has authored two 
published books. 
 

 
Brian Smoliak is a research assistant and graduate student in the department 
of atmospheric sciences at the University of Washington.  His research focuses 
on the general circulation of the atmosphere, using observations and statistical 
methods to diagnose patterns of climate variability and investigate their 
dynamical underpinnings.  Beyond the atmospheric sciences, his academic 
interests include technical communication, ethics, and public policy. Brian is 

also a staff writer for the Daily of the University of Washington." 
 
 
 
 



 

Carolyn Snyder is a Ph.D. candidate finishing her fourth year in Stanford’s Emmett 
Interdisciplinary Program in Environment and Resources (E-IPER).  What are the risks 
of climate change?  What can we learn from past experience to help estimate the 
dangers of global warming?  The goal of her research is to better characterize important 
uncertainties in our understanding and predictions of climate change.  In one of her 
research projects, Carolyn studies the Earth’s history to better understand how the 
global climate has responded in the past to large changes to the atmosphere, as the 
Earth moved in and out of ice ages.  In another research project, she studies how 
extreme events, such as heatwaves, wildfires, floods, and droughts, might change with 

global climate change.  
 
Carolyn also is very interested in environmental policy and communication.  She spent last summer 
working on federal climate and energy policy at the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) in 
Washington, D.C., and the previous summer researching global energy issues at the International Institute 
for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Austria.  Prior to Stanford, Carolyn completed graduate study in 
England on a Marshall Scholarship, earning a M.S. in Environmental Change and Management 
(University of Oxford), and a M.Phil. in Quaternary Science (University of Cambridge).  For her 
undergraduate degree, she majored in Biology and Geology at Amherst College. 
 
 

Dan St. Jean, Science Officer, NOAA/National Weather Service, Gray, Maine 
Dan was born and raised outside of Hartford, CT, with a childhood love and fear of 
thunderstorms that brought him to a career in atmospheric science.  Dan received his 
B.S. in meteorology at Plymouth State University in 1988 and his M.S. in 
atmospheric science at SUNY-Albany in 1995.  Dan began a career with the 
National Weather Service in Helena Montana.  Since then Dan has worked at NOAA 
for 16 years as a forecaster and then science officer in Boise Idaho, Burlington 
Vermont, Charleston South Carolina and now Gray Maine.   

 
Dan’s first love still remains severe weather, but has enjoyed working and researching in a number of 
different areas of meteorology including remote sensing, mesoscale meteorology, tropical meteorology, 
winter storms and marine meteorology.  Dan’s hobbies include fly fishing, hiking, gardening and playing 
tennis and basketball.  Dan and his wife have been married for 17 years and have two daughters 8 and 5 
years old. 
 

 
Stephen Taylor teaches physical and earth sciences at the University of Hawai`i -
Kaua`i Community College. The idyllic island belies serious challenges in education 
and sustainability. Kaua`i imports 90% of its food and energy resources and island 
students frequently fall short of national standards in math and science competency.  
Dr. Taylor seeks to facilitate sustainable practices on the island and engage 
traditionally under-represented native Hawai`ian and Filipino demographics, turning 
them on to the joy and power of science and mathematics. 
 
Previously, Dr. Taylor taught in the Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 

department at the University of California San Diego. He earned his doctorate in physical oceanography 
from Scripps Institution of Oceanography in 2006. His course work in the climate sciences curricular 
track emphasized the physical, chemical, and geological basis for past, present, and future climate change. 
His dissertation research explored observations of the eastern North Pacific high pressure system and its 
effects on oceanic circulation. Dr. Taylor also worked for seven years as a hydrologist with the 
Hydrologic Research Center, a non-profit research organization engaged in applied research projects 
including flash flood guidance and reservoir management. He earned his undergraduate degree in physics 
at the University of California Santa Barbara. 
 



 

 
Forbes Tompkins - I grew up in Alexandria, Virginia just down the road from Mount 
Vernon.  After finishing my senior year at West Potomac High School I headed south 
to attend The Florida State University. After enjoying four years of internships at the 
Hydrometeorological Prediction Center, taking part in the FSU student weather show, 
and receiving a BS in Meteorology in 2006, I decided to pursue my MS at The Florida 
Institute of Technology in Melbourne, FL. While at FIT, I have been a teaching 
assistant for Meteorology courses and summer Marine Field Projects, as well as a 
research assistant for Dr. Steven Lazarus. I am currently working on my thesis that 
pertains to the possible effects of the Saharan Air Layer on the development of Tropical 

Cyclones off the West African Coast with Dr. Sen Chiao. 
 
 

Lee Tryhorn is a climate scientist working for the Northeast Regional Climate Center 
and the New York State Water Resources Institute at Cornell University. Before 
coming to Cornell, Lee completed a B.A. (Japanese), a B.Sc. (First Class Honors - 
Mathematics and Atmospheric Science), and a Ph.D. (Atmospheric Science) at Monash 
University in Melbourne, Australia. During her degrees Lee spent time studying at the 
University of Tokyo and the University of Oklahoma.    
 

Lee’s primary research interests are climate change impacts and adaptation strategies. She is particularly 
interested in the integration of physical science and social science techniques to develop strategies that 
will help communities prepare for and adapt to future changes in climate. She is currently working on the 
New York State ClimAID project at part of an interdisciplinary team to develop adaptation strategies for 
the State.  
 
Her diverse research interests are reflected in her involvement with several professional societies, she is a 
member of the American Meteorological Society Board on Societal Impacts, she was nominated for 
membership into the Society for the Policy Sciences in late 2007, and from 2004-2007 she was the Editor 
of the Bulletin of the Australian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society. In early 2007, she 
collaborated with the National Center for Atmospheric Research Societal Impacts Program to organize a 
Weather and Society Integrated Studies (WAS*IS) workshop in Australia. 
 

 
Tim VanReken is an assistant professor with the Laboratory for Atmospheric 
Research in the Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering at Washington State 
University.  His research focuses on the impact of atmospheric aerosols on regional air 
quality and global climate change. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


